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Childrenõs Ministry (K-5) 

Wednesdays, 5:30-7:45 p.m. 

Food. Music. God. Friends. Fun. 

 

 

 

 UPKIDZ  Journey               
Sundays, 10:20-11:10 a.m.   
Donôt  miss this fun time of worship, 

fellowship & Bible stories     

UPKIDZ  Adventure  
Wednesdays, 5:30-7:45 p.m. 

Youth Ministry (6th -12th)  

Miss a Sunday?    
 Listen to audio of weekly sermons at 

www.tortolita.org 

 

Register or volunteer for VBS at  

www.tortolita.org  

Jon 

A Word From Our Pastor  

Burned. Now What?  

 by Rev. Jon Ashley 

 

The only things salvaged were the church photo albums and the time capsule 

from 1999.  As I write this article, the clean up crew just hauled away the sec-

ond semi-trailer sized dumpster full of debris from Ironwood Hall, and are filling 

a third. Initial estimates are that the Palm Sunday fire caused nearly $200,000 

in damage and will require 3-6 months for clean up and restoration.  Ouch.  

By Godôs grace, we only lost property, not life.  The fire inspector, insurance 

adjuster, and restoration contractor agreed, it could have been much worse 

(see the  article in the April 27 issue of the Explorer, Church Fire Could Have 

Been Worse).  And yet, during the 25th Anniversary week of the first worship 

service held at Tortolita (Resurrection Sunday, 1986), during a time when weôve 

been exploring campus expansion plans, during the passion of Holy Week, this 

really hurts.   

Weôve been burned.   How do we respond?   We pray.   We cry.   We grieve.   

We pull together.  We serve.  We believe.  We share.  We listen.  We lead.  We 

follow.  We work.  We rebuild.  We trust.  We give thanks.  We love.  We go on.   

The Session has appointed elder Bob Chester as Project Manager and con-

tracted with Vista Restoration for the reconstruction, which is mostly covered by 

insurance.  Volunteers are needed to help coordinate the replacement of sup-

plies, furnishings, etc., and ., and to assist with set-up, clean-up, and other tasks dur-

ing the interim.  To help, plehelp, please sign up with Esther in the church office.     

         
           With Love in the Name of the Risen Jesus, 

 

 

To donate to our Fire 

Recovery Fund, please 

make checks payable 

to ñTortolitaò marked 

ñFireò, or donate online 

at www.tortolita.org.  

Thank you.  
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Session Notes                                                                                               

by Sue Van Allen, Clerk of Session     

The Tortolita Session has been very active in provid-

ing prayerful and dedicated leadership.  Here are 

some of the highlights:  

¶ Our Elder/Deacon Retreat was held on March 19 

in the Alpha Hall at St. Andrews Presbyterian 

Church.  We enjoyed worshipping and praying 

together, created an Elder/Deacon Covenant, and 

discussed strategies for effective meetings.  We 

began Module One of a new resource, Starting 

New Initiatives:  A Discernment Process.  The 

first step, Gathering 1: Bearing Fruit, began with 

reading John 15:1-7.  This passage framed a 

more extended time of reflection on how the 

church has borne fruit in the past, particularly in 

terms of how God has worked in this church and 

in leadersô lives. 

¶ A Congregational Meeting was held on March 20 

to communicate with the Congregation regarding 

the work of the Campus Expansion Task Force.  A 

PowerPoint presentation was given by Session 

and was followed by a question and answer pe-

riod.  A total of 23 questions were asked and 

answered. 

¶ At the March 30 meeting of the Campus Expan-

sion Task Force there was a conference call with 

Steve Anderson and Ralph Long from Church 

Development Services (CDS).  Steve and Ralph 

each have over a decade of experience helping 

churches determine their needs to build.  They 

have talked to thousands of churches and bring 

much wisdom to the table. They can help TPC 

determine our needs and financial ability to con-

tinue with expansion plans.  They can help ana-

lyze the needs and feasibility study data to deter-

mine what our needs are now and what they will 

be in the future.  

¶ The Needs Analysis Feasibility Study (NA/FS) 

Team has been collecting and entering data from 

the Preliminary Assessments, and conducting 

very successful  Focus Group meetings where 

attendees had the opportunity to provide their 

input as to whatôs working, what needs are not 

being met, program wishes/dreams/vision, space 

wishes/dreams/vision and ideas to increase in-

come to meet the bills.  They are continuing the 

process by posing these questions to the coun-

cils, PW and Menôs Breakfast groups.  At their 

March 23 meeting, they met with a landscape 

architect, Wheat Scharf Associates, to consider 

their possible role in developing our campus mas-

ter plan. 

¶ Walt Dellow has sensed Godõs call to go back to Missouri 

to serve a Presbyterian Church currently without a pas-

tor.  We send Walt and Vivian off with our love and good 

wishes and look forward to their return to Tucson.  

¶ Pastor Jon, Annette Trask and Orland Worcester at-

tended the Presbytery de Cristo Meeting held at St. An-

drews Church on April 16. 

¶ Membership UpdateñWe are blessed to welcome 6 new 

members:  Aaron & Lillian Gill, Brian & Amy Peck and 

Scott & Becky Soulvie. 

Our Session Elders  

Personnel, Frank DiCosola - 877-5024    

Outreach, Roger Wallace - 744-9443                      

Worship/Fellowship, Orland Worcester - 204-6951   

Finance, Chuck Brown - 825-4732      

Finance (Assistant Treasurer), Dick Besemer - 579-9092        

Building & Grounds, Bob Chester - 395-1249                

Missions, Teal Reinhardt - 269-3770      

Discipleship, Annette Trask - 730-9409    

Clerk of Session, Sue Van Allen - 245-1577   
                         

Our Board of Deacons  

Moderator, Alicia Rowe- 797-8891      

Secretary, Sue Wallace- 744-9443       

Health Ministry Team, Cheryl Larson - 887-9733        

Kathy Worcester - 400-4797   

Jen Ashley - 495-9457                        

Vanessa Brockman - 954-8924 

Youth Deacons:  Danielle Brockman and Brandon Mathews 

Councils in Action                                  
By Roger Wallace 

Have you ever wondered how or why ministries happen 

at Tortolita Presbyterian Church?  

Would you like to be involved in the process?  

Most church activities are sponsored, planned and executed by a 

council or a ministry team.  For example, the Worship and Fel-

lowship Council meets monthly to plan items related to worship 

services and fellowship activities.  

If you would like to visit a council or team meeting (or join), 

please see the meeting days and times below: 

Worship/Fellowship Council ~ 1st Wed. monthly, 4:30 pm  

Health Ministry Team (Deacons) ~ 2nd Tues. monthly, 9:45 am  

Youth Ministry Team (Discipleship)~  2nd Tues. monthly, 6 pm  

Outreach/Missions Council ~ 3rd Sun. monthly, 11:30am  

Childrenôs Ministry Team (Disc.) ~ 4th Fri. monthly, 9:30am  

 

Questions?  Contact the appropriate group leader listed below. 
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Nurses News                                                                              

by Cheryl Larson 

WATER SAFETY  

BECAUSE EVERY SECOND COUNTS  
 

A submerged child can lose consciousness in less 

than 2 minutesðthe time it takes to answer the 

phone, and can sustain permanent brain damage in 

4-6 minutes.  You may never hear a splash or cry for 

help. 

Each year, nearly 900 children ages 14 and under 

drown.  Most drowning happens in residential swim-

ming pools and open bodies of water.  However, 

children can drown in as little as 1 inch of water.  

PROTECT YOUR CHILD AT HOME  

¶ Never leave a young child alone in or around 

bathtubs, sinks, toilets or buckets  

¶ Keep doors to bathrooms and utility rooms 

closed and secured 

¶ Empty all buckets immediately after use 

¶ Always keep toilet lids down or install safety 

locks 

 

PROTECT YOUR CHILD IN OPEN WATER  

¶ Never allow children to swim alone 

¶ Be sure to always wear approved life jackets 

when on a boat 

 

PROTECT YOUR CHILD IN POOLS  

¶ Never leave your child in or near a swimming 

pool, hot tub or wading poolðeven for a mo-

ment 

¶ Enclose your pool or spa with four sided fencing 

at least 5 feet high  

¶ Empty and turn over wading pools immediately 

after use 

¶ Learn CPR and keep rescue equipment and 

emergency numbers by the pool 

¶ Teach children to never go near a pool drain.  

Children can drown if 

hair or body parts get 

caught in the drain.  

From National Safe Kids Campaign                                       

Contributed by Hazel Copenhaver.             
 

Letôs Have a          

Safe Summer!  

 

Whatôs Happening 
with What -Sew -Ever?   

by Cheryl Larson 

 

What-Sew-Ever does more than make and sell items for a 

craft fair.  We meet twice a month on the 1st and 3rd 

Tuesdays at 9:45 a.m.  We work on projects, enjoy fel-

lowship and, in the process, help our community.  

Last year, the women made 40 receiving blankets, 28 

baby quilts, numerous baby hats and booties.  These 

items were shared among Bethany House, New Begin-

nings and Casa de Los Ninos.  This year we are planning 

to add booties for the Crisis Pregnancy Center to the list 

of items.  Twenty fleece blankets went to Mexico with the 

Amor Mission Project.  Nine lap robes were taken to La 

Canada Care Center and six handmade belonging bags 

were given for children who have been removed from 

their parents by Child Protective Services. 

In the past, What -Sew-Ever made several prayer shawls.  

We are planning to resurrect this program in the near 

future.  The prayer shawls will be given to members and 

others who have a need to know that we care, are pray-

ing for them, and they are surrounded by our love.  

To keep all the projects going, we are in need of persons 

who can sew, knit, crochet, quilt, 

cut, pin and tie knots.  We also 

need flannel, cotton, duck, can-

vas and fleece fabric.  For the 

booties, hats and prayer shawls, 

we are in need of yarn.  So while 

you are cleaning out your clos-

ets, think of what ñsewò few of 

us are able to do with ñsewò little 

with help from our friends.  

Building & Grounds Council               

Plans for 2011  

by Bob Chester 

Bids have been requested for enclosing 

the Memorial Wall area with a new 

wall and desert landscaping.  These 

will then be presented to the donor 

for approval and we will be able to get 

this project underway.  

The new storage shed project is nearing completion.  

Through the efforts of Harold, Perry, George, Elmer, 

Jim, Scott, Todd and Hib the building is complete and 

painted.  Much of the material has been moved and the 

old building will be removed.  
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  PW  Spring Gathering 
 

by Esther LôEsperance 

Pat Chester, Claire Rhoads, Vaneta 
Creviston and I attended the PW 
Spring Gathering at Northminster 
Presbyterian Church on Saturday, 
April 2, 2011.   

Registration, coffee and a continen-

tal breakfast was served in their beautiful court yard.  

The business meeting was held in the Sanctuary.    

Two members were nominated for office: Carol Par-

ham, Immanuel Presbyterian was nominated Secretary 

for a two year term; and Joanne Patterson, Immanuel 

Presbyterian was nominated for a three year term to 

serve on the Search Committee.  Both were voted on 

and were unanimously approved.  Peggy Free, Modera-

tor of PW Synod of the Southwest, performed the   

Installation.  

Our guest speaker at this meeting was Beverley Nelson 

Lane.  Beverley is the Moderator of the Presbyterian 

Women of the Grand Canyon Presbytery.  She is a 

member of the Valley Church in Paradise Valley, AZ.  

She was the Synod of the Southwestôs representative 

last summer to the US Mission to our Sisters in South 

Dakota.  She brought along with her many delightful 

slides of her time in South Dakota and wonderful    

stories of her visit with the Native Indians living there.  

The Fall Gathering will be held at Valley Presbyterian 

Church in Green Valley on October 22nd, featuring 

guest speaker, Rev. Dr. Margaret Aymer, writer of the 

Horizons 2011 Bible Study, ñConfessing the Beati-

tudesò.  Some of us have heard her speak before and 

she is very interesting.  So, ladies, mark your calendars 

for October 22, and letôs have a large representation 

from Tortolita at this meeting.                                       

Building Hope on the 
Amor Mission Trip  
to Rocky Point, Mexico 

 

 by Teal Reinhardt 

We worked side-by-side with our friends from Northminster Presby-

terian Church for about four days to build a house for a family of 

eight.  They had been living in a house that was made of a home-

made framing and cardboard.   We were able to build a  double -

sized home instead of a single house for this particular family.  

On the first day, the group worked to level the ground and get it 

ready for pouring concrete.  On the second day, we worked through 

the pain to mix concrete for the foundation of the double house as 

others built wood frames for the walls and roof.   

The third day we got the frames up along with the roof and the 

support for the stucco.  In the afternoon a group left to do an out-

reach project during an uplifting church service in the neighbor-

hood.   

On the last work day we were able to stucco the walls and hand 

over the keys in an emotional gathering.  We celebrated our gift to 

give at dinner and some much needed showers.  I found the trip to 

be inspirational and rewarding, and encourage others to join us 

next time!     Dios es amor!   

Before  

After!After!   
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Godôs Light Theater, Part Deux 
by Sue Wallace 

Once again, Tortolita showcased its talent at the second talent 

show held in six months.  Partnering with Living Hope Community 

Church, various acts amazed the audience in a fund raiser for both 

churches.  From jugglers to Sonny & Cher impersonators to the 

delightful Hope Ashley Band, a variety of performers displayed 

their abilities to entertain the audience.  

Refreshing eegeeôs drinks were enjoyed and baked goodies were 

available for purchase.  This talent show was different from the 

last as raffle tickets were sold for some very nice prizes generously 

donated by local merchants, including: 

El Charro Café - Oracle Rd. 

     Steak Out Restaurant - Tangerine Rd. 

     Fryôs Marketplace -Tangerine Rd. & Thornydale Rd 

     Vero Amore Restaurant -Tangerine & Dove Mountain Bl. 

     Olive Garden Italian Restaurant - Oro Valley Marketplace 

     Ritz -Carlton Hotel - Dove Mountain 

     Coltôs Taste of Texas Steak House - Thornydale & Cortaro 

     Dianaôs Spa & Salon - W. Costco Drive, Suite 117 

     Classic Car Spa - Ina Rd. 

     Yokohama Rice Bowl - Various Locations 

     Golden Corral - Thornydale Rd. 

     Roadrunner Coffee Co. - Thornydale & Linda Vista 

     University of Arizona -  Arizona Repertory Theatre  

     University of Arizona  UA Presents  

 

In addition to the raffle, a silent auction was held which proved to 

be very successful.  One of the generous items in the silent auc-

tion was a U of A blanket donated by Tortolitaôs Presbyterian 

Women.  Plans are in the works to use this raffle show format in 

future fund raisers.  Thank you to our donors, talent acts, volun-

teers, and audience! 

The 2011 Talent Show raised a total of $1367.80 for Tortolita, and 

around the same amount for Living Hope, and best of all, it raised 

our spirits, made us smile, and even shed a tear! 


