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Love Grow Serve Impact

A Word From Our Pastor
What A Ride!

by Rev. Jon Ashley

This summer was the first time Jen and I took all four of our daughters to Disneyland.
With our youngest just about to turn five years old, it was time. And so we hit all the
classics: tea-cups, Dumbo ride, Jungle Cruise, Space Mountain, Indiana Jones...

Eventually, we made our way over to the newer California Adventure Park, which has
some great attractions and half as many people. As we made our way toward the back
of the park, the gigantic Mickey Mouse Ferris wheel was calling our name. After waiting
in line, we boarded — all six of us in one gondola-type metal cage.

It began as expected: a slow, steady rise with an ever-expanding view of shrinking ob-
jects down below. While Hope and Drew were becoming visibly anxious, Mikaela, Molly,
Jen and I tried to maintain a calm demeanor, at least until we reached the Continental
Divide of the ride — the point when gravity caused our human hamster cage to acceler-
ate rapidly toward the axis of the Wheel of Evil. Without any warning, the gondola sud-
denly swung upward 120 degrees, and after reaching zero gravity momentarily, reversed
direction, only to repeat the spin-cycle over and over. I am quite sure the screams (and
laughter) of our children could be heard from Tucson. What a ride!

Life can be quite a ride — full of ups and downs and unexpected turnarounds — joyous,
frightening, surprising, exhilarating, and anxiety-producing, all at the same time. But
Jesus never promised the journey would be easy. In fact, He told those who would
choose to follow Him that doing so would be difficult and costly (Luke 9:23-25). No
more couch potatoes. No more do-and-believe-whatever-I-want living. Rather, loving
Jesus and following the Way of Christ is more likely to stretch us to our limits, than
cuddle us in our comfort zones. But in order to find out, we must board the ride.

In many ways, Tortolita has shown over the years that it is up for the challenge. Yet,
we continually find ourselves facing unexpected obstacles and opportunities. Are you
ready to climb aboard? Are you ready to trust your life to Christ, wherever and however
He may lead you? This fall, we can stand below and watch, or we can enjoy the ride.

In pursuit of Jesus,
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UPKID4ourney
Sundays, 10:20-11:10 a.m.

Dondt miss this
fellowship & Bible stories

UPKIDZAdventure

Wednesdays, 5:30-7:45 p.m.

Adventure thru the Bible with fun
games & creative activities!

Youth Ministry (6th-12th)

Wednesdays, 5:30-7:45 p.m.
Food. Music. God. Friends. Fun.

Miss a Sunday?
Audio of weekly sermons may

now be heard online at
www.tortolita.org
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Second Annual All Church Retreat
Coming November 5-7 2010

by Annette Trask and Roger Wallace

We will again meet at Catalina State Park from Friday evening through Sunday

afternoon (including worship service Sunday morning). Last year, we enjoyed a

pl easant fall weekend and are planning to add more
away. Join us for devotions, campfires (with singing and marshmallows, of course)

crafts, hiking and games. Come compete with Claire Rhoads as she defends her

2009 Bean Bag Toss Championship.

The private large group area we use is quite pleasant and easy to navigatefi with
modern, well maintained restroom facilities (including showers). Views of the
Catalina Mountains are magnificent, and there are several easy hiking trails
(optional of course).

Oh, and come hungry! We enjoy delicious breakfasts, picnic lunches, and a
barbeque dinner on Saturday night (everyone brings their own meat to cook on the
grill and a side dish to share), and a potluck lunch on Sunday.

Overnight camping is optional. Activities will begin and end each day with a
campfire and devotions. The nightly camping fee is $15 per family and the daily
use fee is $6 per vehicle (up to 6 passengers). NOTE: We are paying the lower
2009 rate, because we reserved the camping area before the new 2010 increased
rates took effect. More details and a registration form will be published as the
event dates draw closer. Questions? Contact Roger Wallace at 744-9443.

Come Play and Pray! Mark your calendar for this fun event.




Thoughts of Winter

by Susan Mathews

Yesterday, | arrived home to find that my air conditioner had tripped its
breaker. The indoor temperature was 87 degrees. | knew that the air
conditioner would slave for hours before we would be comfortable, so |
turned on all of the fans in the house and settled down to do paperwork
with a large glass of ice water. | opened bills and shuffled papers from

one pile to another and finally admil|texeeise, andeatingasvellbalancedrdigts In |
centrating. the following months we will be focusing again
on diet. In specific, not dieting.
Deciding to take a break, | daydreamed about growing up in the moun-
tains of Colorado. | remembered what it was like to have four distinct We are bombarded by the media and medical
seasons, with snow in the winter. This brought to mind a particular snow personnel telling us, we as Americans are over-
storm that came when | was 15. | went to bed that night with snow falling weight and at increase risk for heart disease,
heavily outside my b_edroom Wl_ndow. In_ the_ small hours of the morning, | diabetes and stroke. So we look for quick, easy
woke up and saw bright moonlight coming in the window, so | looked out . .
- . i : ways to shed a little or a lot of weight. We are
and was thrilled with the brilliant unbroken whiteness. | was overcome . o . LS
with the desire to be out there. | pulled on my jeans, boots and the down inundated with information on dieting. TV,
jacket that made me look like a sky blue Michelin Man and crept out the DVD, magazines, online programsfi everywhere
back door. someone has a quick fix way to lose weight
with no effort in 20, 30 or 40 days.
As | stepped away from the porch,
a soft breeze moved the long The programs may range from eating very
hair from the back of my restrictive diets, refrain from eating carbs,
neck and stole the last injecting hormones daily, or ingesting appetite
warmth that was suppressants to name only a few. Why do we
trapped there. Goose- torture ourselves with these unpleasant diets
bumps raced down_ only to return to the same weight once we
my arms. | stood still g
for a moment, listen- stop.. D1ets.do not work because they do not
ing to the soft sighing provide a life long change.
?rfeg'sefn”ﬂﬁ}'fgfga- In May/June 2010, oThe
sional rustle and thud newsletter published b.y Efody Basics, describes
of a branch dumping 10 Reasons to STOP dieting NOW. Check the
its load to the ground. monthly Health Ministry bulletin insert during
The cold kissed my the following months to learn the 10 reasons to
cheeks and nose making stop dieting.
them prickle and grow numb,
and my breath caught in my Items are still being collected for World
throat. The sharp smell of the frozen pines was tantalizing. Care. Please leave these items in Ironwood
Hall in the first room on the left, behind the
| began climbing, amused by the squeak of my boots as they crunched nursery. If you have meds, they should be given
through the crisp crust of the new snow, and amazed by how prlght the to Dottie Besemer, so they do not get into the
night was with the full moon reflecting off the snow. | climbed in peaceful hands of hild Thank |
solitude until I was about half way up the mountain. There, a collection of ands of our young chiidren.  Thank you:
large boulders marked the trailhead. Moving to the uphill side, | carefully
climbed to the top of the pile where | could look out on the valley.
The night was just beginning to give way to day. Birds were announcing I look back on these times, and know that the
their morning intentions and the eastern sky was lightening. | felt the cold compelling need to find solitude in nature was
through my jeans and shivered, but rather than feel discomfort, | felt my Lord leading me to a place where He could
invigorated. Watching the morning awaken in the valley with the brilliant hold me in His arms for a short time, nurturing
colors of the mountain sunrise, | became aware of the scent of pine me, strengthening me, and preparing me to
smoke from an unseen chimney and imagined a mother placing her chil- learn the hard lessons that have allowed me to
drends boots on the hearth to warm apgeomtHi€sBvaft€eadi ng to the
make hot oatmeal for their breakfast. | knew some mothers did those
things; | had read about them in books and imagined that some must live I hope these memories of cold mountain winters
in our valley. Knowing | needed to leave soon, | allowed myself to be have helped you find a moment of cool respite
filled with the wonderful beauty of the world around me, fortifying myself from our desert heat, and reminded you of the
for the challenges | faced when | returned home. many ways our Lord finds to lift us up, shelter
) ) us, renew us and prepare us to do His work.
| did not grow up in a peaceful home and these moments of commune
with nature helped me find strength. | felt filled up with wonder and con- ) -
. . . - . . . . . Susan Mathews is a member of Tortolita and may be
tentment; a feeling | now identify with being filled with the Spirit of the reached at susanwrites124@hotmail.com
Lord. I did not know God then, and I (?|8n(s)gf FRTRR TR At He
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At the beginning of the year, the Health Mini
try Team focused on maintaining a healthy life
style that included obtaining enough sleep and
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This class will give you the tools to become totally Debt Free!

Join us on Sunday, Aug. 22 at 11:30 a.m. or Wed., Aug. 25 at 6 p.m. to learn
about Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University program. Weekly classes begin
Sept. 8 on Wednesday nights from 6-8 p.m. for a total of 13 weeks.

During this class you will learn how to:

Get control of your money:

* Follow the step by step process for getting out of debt and staying out of debt
* Put together a monthly spending plan that really works

* Set financial goals and communicate about money

Stop struggling to make ends meet:

* Protect your family from life’s emergencies
* Eliminate the stress that comes from financial problems
* Save and invest for your future

Tell your money what to do:

* Know what insurance to buy...and what to avoid

* Get great deals on things you buy

* Buy or sell a home the right way

* Plan for your retirement and make the right investment choices

You will not share your financial information with anyone else. This class is very powerful
and is suited for the entire family to take together. Your class proctors will be Sandy and
Frank DiCosola who have taken the course several years ago and still use the techniques

learned in the class on a regular basis.

Come to a Preview Session on Aug. 22 or 25 to learn more & order materials.

Session Notes

Sue Van Allen, Clerk of Session

Prior to our May 20th session meeting the
elders prepared a dinner of Mexican cuisine
for the members of the confirmation class
and their parents. We had a great time
breaking bread and getting to know each
other better.

Our semi-annual elder retreat was held at
Casas Adobes Plaza on June 19th, at which
time God led us through a time of sharing
and supporting one another to enable us to
become better leaders. In August, the
session will begin working through 7he
Seven Threads of Ministry Team Relation-
ships and Sustaining and Advancing
S.M.A.R.T. Goals.

Our September session meeting we will
have as our guests, Bill Taube, Rev. Ken
Skodiak and Elder Eloise Fredrickson from
the Presbytery for their triennial visit.

Finance Council Update
Kathy Dirkschneider, Treasurer

The economic downturn has hit Tortolita’s 2010 budget. Income for the first half
of the year is significantly less than expected. The Finance Council and Session
are working on some creative ways to improve our income. Please read below
and help us meet our commitments for 2010 and beyond.

1. As God allows, continue to give cheerfully: If you should choose to in-
crease or decrease your financial pledge, please contact our Financial Secre-
tary, Jim Sanders. Thank you for your faithful giving!

2. Prayerfullly participate in the upcoming 20/10 Campaign and 2011
Stewardship Campaign: ~ Watch for more information coming soon!

3. Shop online and send a dime: How? By making web orders through
www.goodshop.com. Just list Tortolita as the non-profit that you want to sup-
port. Then, link to your store through from the goodshop.com site, and each
time you make an online purchase, Goodshop will donate a percentage of the
total to the church.

continued...

Aluminum cans:  Bring your alumi-
num cans and put them in the trash
cans located to the north of Ironwood
Hall. The money from the recycled
cans goes supports our Youth Ministry.

Soda Pop Sales: Buy soda from the
fridge in Ironwood Hall. This is self-
serve. Pay for sodas using the can on
top of the fridge. Soda is 50 cents and
Gatorade is $1.00. Proceeds go to the
Youth Campership Fund.

Vouchers to local stores: We are
investigating starting a voucher pro-
gram where vouchers may be pre-
purchased for use at local stores. The
church receives a percentage of the
face value, anywhere from 4-15%! If
everyone participates, this could pro-
vide hundreds of dollars for the church
each month. Plus, the amount that the
church receives counts as a tax dona-
tion for you!

Help promote and participate in
our upcoming fundraisers

Sept. 26 God’s Light Theater
sponsored by the Deacons

Oct. 30 Fall Festival & Rummage Sale

Share any other creative ideas you
may have with the Finance Council or
Session and we'll support you and oth-
ers in making it happen!




Presbyterian Women % “%@%@%&% (

By Marlene Singer %&‘ Thank Youf Thank You ?;%
Wonot You Join [ s? Q[%%(‘ The Presbyterian Women offer a gﬁ
P heartfelt thanks to Dottie Besemer for 2 oo
All women at Tortolita can be a part of Presbyterian Women. L%D&; having served as Moderator and Mary Q@
Women of all ages, interests, backgrounds, and talents are invited to make a= Sanders as Treasurer fi we are so o,
a difference at Tortolita, in our community, and in our world through Pres- (‘ grateful for their years of participa- @
byterian Women. Our Presbyterian Women'’s group is part of an interna- tion and leadership. Continuing this &2
tional organization of more than 300,000 who emphasize faith, mission, and QK year as Secretary is Cheryl Larson and i}%
fellowship in their participation in Bible study, service projects and social %%%(‘ assuming the roll of Moderator is g%«
events throughout the year. Marlene Singer, with Pat Chester as  #
Q%% the new Treasurer. God is good! g%“

What are the Guiding Principles of Presbyterian Women?

Presbyterian Women are committed: %&‘ @%‘ %‘ @%‘ @%

- To nurture our falth through N TR
prayer and Bible Study TSy

/%\

Help! Help! (~&:

1 To support the mission of the J =5
church worldwide . Calling for women to help with Presbyterian -
K for iusti d o .b fWomenc"Js mi ssion projecfts a
T To work for justice and peace -~ . will be meeting at 9:45 am on the 1st, 2nd, :
{  To build an inclusive, caring - and 4th Tuesday of every month. Please come -
————— :

community of women that — and help. No experience necessary.

strengthens the Presbyterian . NOTE: We will be meeting the 1st, 2nd and

Church (USA) and witnesses to : 4th Tuesdays of every month. :

the promise of God's Kingdom. el

What Happens During a Typical Meeting? T R T
First the group takes care of business—this might include planning a service 4 In loving memory of s
project and learning about missions (both local and Presbyterian interna- i Ellen Louise Allaire )
tional missions). Then after a time for refreshments, there is a Bible lesson. T who went home to be with her I
This year we will be studying the final book of the Bible, Revelations, work- o Lord on June 8, 2010 So
ing through the symbolism and mystery of John'’s writing to discover the
message of hope and of God coming to live on earth while we are encour- °i0077007 e %Oj
aged in the midst of the crises of today. N -
What about Special Events?
Dear Friends at Tortolita,

Fund raising to support church, local, and international missions is an impor-
tant part of Presbyterian Women. Here at Tortolita, we earn money through We were very blessed and surprised by your
craft and bake sales. We also spearhead a church-wide diaper drive. generous gift certificate to us on June 20.

Prayer shawls, baby receiving blankets, and lap quilts are also distributed to

e We count it a privilege to be able to worship
local recipients.

at Tortolita in English when we are working

Several social activities are planned for the upcoming year, including a Fall in Catalina, AZ. The fellowship is warm in
Tea, Christmas Desserts, and Spring Luncheon. (Look for more information the church and truly reflects the group song
about these throughout the year.)

we sing every week, 0
Everyone is welcome to attend any portion of the business meeting or Bible Christians By Our Lov
study. If you are interested in learning more about Presbyterian Women at
Tortolita, please contact Cheryl Larson, Pat Chester, or Marlene Singer. You Gratefully yours in Christ,
can also learn more about Presbyterian Women at the PCUSA website at Norm & Kathy Smith

WWW.PCUSa.org/pwy.

Norm & Kathy Smith serve as Missionaries with

Wycliffe Bible Translators, and spend about half
their time in Tucson and half in Oaxaca, Mexico.

Presbyterian Women Meetings are scheduled the second Saturday
of each monthat  9:30. a.m. in Ironwood Hall. Join us!
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Birthdays and Anniversaries

August

1 Vaneta Creviston

1 Bob Drake

3 Gus & Nancy Gilman
4 Liz Brooks

9 Don & Liz Brooks

11 Mary Sanders

13 Bob Chester

September

1 Kay Stevens

7 Vivian Dellow

7 Walt & Kim Otero

9 Lisa DiCosola

9 Maria DiCosola

12 Orland & Kathy Worcster

October

3 Stephanie Copenhaver
3 Anna Otero Colvert

4 Jim Marvel

14 Jim Trask

LD D
. Save the Date 8 Sat., Oct. 30!
Tort ol

13 Jim & Mary Sanders

15 George & Betty Sansone
16 Tim & Alicia Rowe

20 Brianne Reinhardt

21 Sonya Brown

22 Dick Besemer

24 Jim Sanders

27 Jon & Jen Ashley

14 Gary Spencer

14 Harold & Hazel Copenhaver
15 Drew Ashley

24 Jennifer Celi

24 June Hall

27 Kathy Smith

24 David Weiss

28 Elmer Creviston

28 Barbara Buchanan

29 Dwight & Louise Comer
31 Nadia Drake
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& Rummage Sale

8a-5p Rummage Sale & Bake Sale
1p-5p Youth Sponsored BBQ
(brats, hotdogs, chips, cider)
3p-5p Trunk or Treat and Games

)
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@ For Trunk or Treat and BBQ information & volunteers
Contact Kathy Worcester 400-4797

@ For Rummage information & volunteers
(&) Contact Sue Van Allen 245-1577

@ For Bake Sale information & volunteers
Cont act Esther -I2®0Esperance

Please save donations for the rummage sale until the week of
=~/ October 25th. Contact Sue Van Allen to make arrangements to
@ drop off your items or if you need to store them ahead of time.

@ Also, please save your boxes, plastic and paper bags
@ to be used at the rummage sale. Thank you!
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Donot Mi ss These

Aug. 15 Rally Day Kickoff & Potluck

Aug. 18 Wednesday Night Live! Kickoff

Aug. 22,25 Financial Peace University Previews
Sept. 8 Financial Peace University Classes begin
Sept. 18 101 (Belong) New Members Class

Sept. 26 Reception of new members

Sep. 26 God'’s Light Theater

Oct. 30 Fall Festival

Nov. 3-5 All Church Retreat to Catalina State Park

[ ] ([ ]
, .
. God’'s Light
° .
° Dinner & Talent Show .
L4 °
: Date: Sunday, Sept. 26 Time: 5:00 p.m. :
[ ]
e Dinnerincludes: Pizza, salad, soda & dessert :
[ ] ([ ]
: Advance tickets:  $5.00 °
e Tickets atdoor:  $6.00 :
[ ] ([ ]
: Family advance: $20.00 \ , °
o Family atdoor:  $25.00 .
estival .
:As a fundraiser put on by I
e enjoy the evening and help support the church too. °
: Additional donations will be accepted at the event. °
([ ]
L4 °

Thank you to those who helped us celebrate our 50th anniver-
sary. It was a wonderful day with our family and so many great
friends. A special thanks to Pastor Jon for the renewal of vows
ceremony, to Velda for the great dinner she prepared, and to our
children who made it all possible. The day brought back a lot of
memories, and we had a great time!  ~ Jim and Mary Sanders

The Desert Dove is a publication of Tortolita Presbyterian
Church, 10710 N. Thornydale Rd., Tucson, AZ 85742. The
deadline for the Nov./Dec./Jan. Winter Edition is Oct 12.
Please submit typewritten articles to the church office or

Upcom
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Class

Clockwise, from lower left: Michelle DiCosola, Allen Otero, Sarah Hall, Mikaela Ashley, Brandon Mathews

Not pictured: Shawn Buchanan, Danielle Brockman Also participating: Kaitlyn and Shelby Dirkschneider

Did You Know?

Arizona currently has three tax credit opportunities that may benefit Tortolita families and those in our community.

Donations to these areas count as a tax credit towards your Arizona income taxes and a tax deduction from your federal
income taxes:

1. Private School Tuition, max of $1000 for married, $500 for individual
2. Public School After School, max of $400 for married, $200 for individual
3. Working Poor, ICS qualifies!) max of $400 for married, $200 for individual

If you know of a child that goes to a private school, or one that participates in a public after school program, please
emai |l Kat hy Dirkschneider at kdirkl@yahoo.com with the
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