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A Word From Our Pastor  
 

An Extra Seat   

By Rev. Jon Ashley 
 

The quality of life in northwest Tucson continues to improve with the addition of 
another In -n-Out Burger restaurant, this one in Oro Valley.  Some wonderful family 

memories have already been formed at this new location, from the night on the 

outdoor patio when a friendôs 4-year old son began joyfully dipping and licking his 
finger in the strawberry shake his brother had spilled on the ground, to a recent 

conversation our family had while enjoying lunch together.  
 

With all the innocence of a new kindergartener, Drew commented, ñHey, there are 
six of us here.ò  Jen, seemingly testing Drewôs counting acuity, replied, ñI see 

seven.ò  Drew recounted with increasing intensity, ñOne-two-three-Four-FIVE!-
SIX!!ò  Then someone commented, ñOh, there are seven ~ Jesus is here with us!ò  

Drew quickly clarified, ñIôm talking about people you can see.ò  And so I  asked, 
ñWell, if you canôt see Jesus, is he here or not?ò  Hope jumped in, ñYes, heôs here.ò  

ñHow do you know, if you canôt see him?ò, I asked.  
 

There was an awkward pauseé I think Jen and I were waiting for one of our kids to 
answer with something like, ñbecause I can feel His love and see His hand in my 

life,ò or something profound like that.  But there was only silence...   
 

I asked again, ñSo how do you know Heôs here?ò  This time Hope replied confi-
dently, as if I must have forgotten, ñYOU told me so when we were at church ~ ócuz 

youôre a pastor, Mister!ò 
 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen 
(Heb 11:1, NKJV).  We know Jesus is with us by faith.  We trust in the One who 

came as our Savior, who lives among us as our Friend, who rose as our Redeemer, 
and who will come again as Lord of All.  This advent season, we will be adding extra 

seats (by way of a 2nd Sunday worship service at 8:30 a.m.) so there may be room 
for those God may bring to Tortolita.  Please join in welcoming them to our fellow-

ship.  And as a witness to Christ among us, set an extra seat at your dining room 
table and consider inviting someone who may otherwise miss out on the joy of be-

ing a part of the family of faith.  

 

Childrenõs Ministry (K-5) 

 UPKIDZ UPKIDZ  Journey               
Sundays, 10:20-11:10 a.m.   
Donôt  miss this fun time of worship, 

fellowship & Bible stories    
  

UPKIDZUPKIDZ  Adventure  
Wednesdays, 5:30-7:45 p.m. 

Adventure thru the Bible with fun 

games & creative activities! 

Vol. 6 
 

101 (BELONG) CLASS 
Belonging to Christ and the Church 

Sat., Jan. 29 
8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

                  

Interested in church membership? 
Come learn about what we believe, who we 

are, and what it means to be a member. 
tƭǳǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŦŜŜŘ ȅƻǳΗ   

Please sign up in Ironwood Hall. 

 

Youth Ministry (6th -12th)  
  

Wednesdays, 5:30-7:45 p.m. 
Food. Music. God. Friends. Fun. 

 

Advent & Christmas  
Worship & Events  

Two Sunday Worship Services  
8:30 a.m. & 10 a.m.  

Dec. 5, 12, 19  
 

 
 
 

Chili Supper & Movie Night  
Dec. 5, 5:30 p.m.  

 

 
 

 

Caroling Hayride  
Dec. 12, 6 p.m.  

 
 

 
 

WNL Christmas Party  
Dec. 15, 5:30 p.m.  

 

 
 
 

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Cantata  
Dec. 24, 6 p.m.  

 

Jon ~ 
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Second Annual All Church Fall Retreat  

@ Catalina State Park 

November 5 -7, 2010  
      

by Annette Trask and Roger Wallace 
 
 

Once again we enjoyed a pleasant fall weekend of worship, fellowship, devotions, campfires, crafts, hiking, games and wonderf ul 
weather at Catalina State Park.  Over 20 family members camped overnightðin motor homes, travel trailer, tents, and vehicles. 
And many more joined during the day on Saturday and Sunday.  Breakfasts were events to remember with people cooking and 
sharing almost anything you can imagineðfrom pancakes to bacon, sausage, eggs, potatoes, fruit, toast, juice and yes, even  
Krispy Kreme donuts. 
 
Saturdayôs highlight this year was the craft, ably guided by Vaneta Creviston.  Fourteen Christmas trees were assembled by con-
structing frames of wire hangers and covering them with miniature lights and garland.  Roger brought electrical cord (for Sun day 
Worship Service) and on Saturday night we used it to light up all the trees during dinner and campfire.  
Sunday morning we were joined by the Living Hope congregation for worship and communion.  We enjoyed music by the combined 
talent of Alicia Rowe and members of the Living Hope praise team.  After the Sunday service we enjoyed a bounteous potluck lunch 
in fellowship with members of Living Hope.  
 
The camping site we use is quite pleasant and easy to navigateðwith modern, well maintained restroom facilities (including show-
ers).  Views of the Catalina Mountains are magnificent, and there are several easy hiking trails (optional, of course).  Agai n, we 
were blessed with a most wonderful weekend of fun and fellowship where we could play and pray together.  GOD IS GOOD!   
 

Mark your calendar for this fun fellowship event next year: November 4 -6, 2011. 


